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it would seem that the " Declaration of the Indies53 was written after the memorial to Lee, and probably after the return of John Rut,
Its exposition of Thome's northern project is much more clearly put. It is very "clear and certain" that ships may navigate the polar seas without any great impediment. The continuous daylight of the arctic summer will be an advantage. The dangerous zone round the Pole is not very extensive," two or three (sic) leagues before they come to the Pole, and as much more after they pass the Pole".1 Once having sailed across the Pole the voyagers will have a choice of three courses: down the coast of Asia to Tartary and China, and thence to "Cathaio Oriental", which may mean northern China, wrongly placed south of China proper; or "in the back side of the New Found Land", and so to the western coast of tropical America; or midway between the two, to the islands of the Pacific, under the equator, where " without doubt they shall find the richest lands and islands of the world, of gold, precious stones, balms, spices and other things that we here esteem most". A dazzling prospect for an adventurous king.
It will now be clear that Thome's writings were not the cause of Rut's expedition. The exhortation to Dr Lee was produced in the first quarter of 1527, too late, when we allow for delays in transmission, to influence the preparation of the project launched in May, The advice to the king was probably later. But even if earlier, it was not followed by Rut. For Rut sailed to the west and then north-west, and not due north towards the Pole. And if we take Thorne literally we may read him as disapproving of Rut's procedure: "the courses to be changed, and followed the foresaid new courses"* The Bristol expeditions of 1501-5 (and possibly later) were in the background of Thome's mind. He was twelve years old in 1504, and his father, who had taken part in those projects, had lived until he himself came to manhood. He must have known their full history, and his proposals of 1527 cast a faint light upon it. They show that the Company Adventurers to the New Found Land had not failed to find a northern passage because its ships had been stopped by a solid ice barrier, On the contrary, the physical conditions must have appeared promising, and the abandonment of the enterprise had been due to other reasons, most likely financial Such was destined also to be the story of the efforts of Frobisher and Davis under Elizabeth. It was not until the reign of Charles I that English explorers became satisfied that an arctic passage was commercially impracticable. Even a hundred and fifty years after that
1 Miss Taylor shows that "two or three" is a copyist's error for "two or three hundred".